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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (previously presented) A sheet media input structure for a sheet media 
processing device, comprising: 

a sheet media supporting surface; 

a movable pad downstream from the supporting surface along a media path 
that extends from the supporting surface to and along the movable pad; 

a pair of stationary pads downstream from the supporting surface along the 
media path at a location where the stationary pads impede a leading edge of 
sheets fed along the media path from a stack of sheets supported by the 
supporting surface; and 

the movable pad movable between a first position in which the movable pad 
impedes a leading edge of sheets as the sheets are fed from the stack along the 
media path and a second position in which the movable pad does not impede the 
leading edge of sheets as the sheets are fed from the stack along the media path. 

2. (previously presented) The structure of Claim 1 , wherein a contact 
surface of each pad comprises the same elastomeric material. 

3. (original) The structure of Claim 1, wherein the sheet media supporting 
surface comprises a substantially vertical surface extending across the media 
path. 

4. (original) The structure of Claim 1 , wherein the sheet media supporting 
surface comprises a shelf extending across the media path to support the leading 
edge of sheets in the stack. 
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5. (original) The structure of Claim 1 , wherein the stationary pads are 
spaced apart from the movable pad across the media path. 

6. (original) The structure of Claim 2, wherein the movable pad and the 
stationary pads are aligned with one another across the media path. 

7. (canceled) 

8. (canceled) 

9. (canceled). 

1 0. (currently amended) A sheet media input structure for a sheet media 
processing device, comprising a combination of movable and stationary sheet 
separator pads disposed across a sheet media path, at least one of the pads 
movable to vary the degree to which the pads, in combination, impede the leading 
edge of sheets fed along the media path , the movable pad ro tatable about a pivot 
and having a distal end, the pivot beina positioned farther from the s heets than the 
distal end when the movable pad is in a retracted position . 

1 1 . (currently amended) A sheet media input structure for a sheet media 
processing device, comprising: 

a sheet media supporting surface; 

a first movable feature having a pivot and a pad, downstream from the 
supporting surface along a media path that extends from the supporting surface to 
and along the first feature, the first feature configured to separate a top sheet in a 
stack of sheets supported on the supporting surface from a next-to-top sheet in the 
stack , the pivot being downstream from the pad : 
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a second stationary feature spaced apart from the first feature across the 
media path, the second feature configured to separate a top sheet in the stack 
from a next-to-top sheet; and 

an actuator operative to move the first feature between a first position in 
which the first feature impedes a leading edge of sheets fed from the stack along 
the media path and a second position in which the first feature does not impede 
the leading edge of sheets fed along the media path and the second feature 
impedes the leading edge of sheets fed along the media path. 

12. (original) The structure of Claim 11, wherein: 

the first feature comprises an elastomeric pad oriented at an obtuse angle 
relative to the supporting surface when the first feature is in the first position; and 

the second feature comprises an elastomeric pad oriented at an obtuse 
angle relative to the supporting surface. 

13. (original) The structure of Claim 11, wherein the first feature is biased 
toward the first position. 

14. (original) The structure of Claim 11, wherein: 

the first feature comprises an elastomeric pad oriented at an obtuse angle 
relative to the supporting surface when the first feature is in the first position; and 

the second feature comprises a pair of elastomeric pads oriented at an 
obtuse angle relative to the supporting surface, each pad located on opposite 
sides of the first feature. 

15. (original) The structure of Claim 1 1 , wherein the second feature does 
not impede the leading edge of sheets fed along the media path when the first 
feature is in the first position. 

16. (cancelled) 
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17. (currently amended) A sheet media pick mec hanism, comprising: 
a substantially vertical sheet media input tray; 

a combination of movable and stationary s heet separator pads disposed 
across a sheet media path- at least one of the pads movable to vary the degree to 
which the pads, in combination, impedes the leadi ng edge of sheets fed from the 
trav alono the media path; 

a rotatable pick roller disposed adjacent to the media path opposite a 
movable one of the separator pads; 

Tho meohaniom of C l aim 16, wherein the input tray includes a substantially 
vertical stationary upper sheet supporting surface and a rotatable lower sheet 
supporting surface below the upper surface, the lower surface rotatable between a 
first position in which the lower surface is substantially vertical and a second 
position in which a bottom part of the lower surface adjacent to the pick roller is 
rotated out toward the pick roller. 

18. (cancelled) 

19. (cancelled) 

20. (cancelled) 

21. (cancelled) 

22. (canceled) 

23. (previously presented) A sheet media input structure for a sheet media 
processing device, comprising; 

a sheet media supporting surface; 
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a movable pad downstream from the supporting surface along a media path 
that extends from the supporting surface to and along the movable pad; 

a pair of stationary pads downstream from the supporting surface along the 
media path at a location where the stationary pads impede but do not block a 
leading edge of a top sheet fed along the media path from a stack of sheets 
supported by the supporting surface; and 

the movable pad movable between a first position in which the movable 
pad impedes but does not block a leading edge of the top sheet fed from the stack 
along the media path and a second position in which the movable pad does not 
impede the leading edge of the top sheet fed from the stack along the media path. 

24. (currently amended) A sheet media pick mechanism, comprising: 
a substantially vertical sheet media input trav; 

a combination of movable and stationary sh eet separator pads disposed 
across a sheet media oath, at least one of the pads movable to vary the degree to 
which the pads, in combination, impede the leadin g edce of sheets fed from the 
trav along the media path; 

a rotatable oick roller disposed a djacent to the media path opposite a 
movable one of the separator pads; 

Tho mochanism of Claim 16, wherein a movable pad is movable between a 
first position in which the movable pad contacts the pick roller to form a nip 
between the movable pad and the pick roller and a second position in which the 
movable pad does not contact the pick roller. 

25. (currently amended) A sheet medi a pick mechanism, comprising: 
a substantially vertica l sheet media input trav: 

a combination of movable and stationary sheet separator pads disposed 
across a sheet media path, at least one of the pads m ovable to vary the degree to 
which the pads, in combination, impede the leading edge of sheets fe d from the 
trav along the media path; 
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a rotatable Dick roller disposed adjacent to the med ia path opposite a 

movable one of the separator pads; 

(previously prooontod) The moohaniom of C l aim 16, further compr i sing 

a kicker that is discrete from any movable separator pad, the kicker 

disposed adjacent to the media path and the kicker operative at the end of a pick 

cycle to return sheets to the input tray. 
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